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Effective 5/10/2016
59-1-1604 Arguments for and against a ballot proposition -- Rebuttal arguments -- Posting
arguments.
(1) The arguments for or against a ballot proposition shall conform to the requirements of this

section.
(2)

(a)
(i) The governing body of a taxing entity shall submit to the election officer an argument in favor

of a ballot proposition.
(ii) To prepare an argument for or against a ballot proposition, an eligible voter shall file a

request with the election officer at least 65 days before the election at which the ballot
proposition is to be voted on.

(b) If two or more eligible voters wish to submit an argument for, or an argument against, a
ballot proposition, the election officer shall designate one of the eligible voters to submit the
argument.

(c)
(i) An eligible voter who submits an argument under this section shall:

(A) ensure that the argument does not exceed 500 words in length;
(B) submit the argument to the election officer no less than 60 days before the determination

date; and
(C) include with the argument the eligible voter's name, residential address, postal address,

email address if available, and phone number.
(ii) An election officer shall refuse to accept and publish an argument that is submitted after the

deadline described in Subsection (2)(c)(i)(B).
(3)

(a) An election officer who timely receives the arguments in favor of and against a ballot
proposition shall, within one business day after the day on which the election officer receives
both arguments, send, via email or mail:

(i) a copy of the argument in favor of the ballot proposition to the eligible voter who submitted
the argument against the ballot proposition; and

(ii) a copy of the argument against the ballot proposition to the eligible voter who submitted the
argument in favor of the ballot proposition.

(b) The eligible voter who submitted a timely argument in favor of the ballot proposition:
(i) may submit to the election officer a rebuttal argument of the argument against the ballot

proposition;
(ii) shall ensure that the rebuttal argument does not exceed 250 words in length; and
(iii) shall submit the rebuttal argument no later than 45 days before the election day on which

the ballot proposition will be submitted to the voters.
(c) The eligible voter who submitted a timely argument against the ballot proposition:

(i) may submit to the election officer a rebuttal argument of the argument in favor of the ballot
proposition;

(ii) shall ensure that the rebuttal argument does not exceed 250 words in length; and
(iii) shall submit the rebuttal argument no later than 45 days before the election day on which

the ballot proposition will be submitted to the voters.
(d) An election officer shall refuse to accept and publish a rebuttal argument that is submitted

after the deadline described in Subsection (3)(b)(iii) or (3)(c)(iii).
(4)

(a) Except as provided in Subsection (4)(b):
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(i) an eligible voter may not modify an argument or rebuttal argument after the eligible voter
submits the argument or rebuttal argument to the election officer; and         

(ii) a person other than the eligible voter described in Subsection (4)(a)(i) may not modify an
argument or rebuttal argument.

(b) The election officer, and the eligible voter who submits an argument or rebuttal argument,
may jointly agree to modify an argument or a rebuttal argument in order to:

(i) correct factual, grammatical, and spelling errors; and
(ii) reduce the number of words to come into compliance with the requirements of this section.

(c) An election officer shall refuse to accept and publish an argument or rebuttal argument if the
eligible voter who submits the argument or rebuttal argument fails to negotiate, in good faith,
to modify the argument or rebuttal argument in accordance with Subsection (4)(b).

(5) An election officer may designate another eligible voter to take the place of an eligible voter
described in this section if the original eligible voter is, due to injury, illness, death, or another
circumstance, unable to continue to fulfill the duties of an eligible voter described in this section.

(6) The election officer of a taxing entity shall:
(a) post the arguments and rebuttal arguments on the Statewide Electronic Voter Information

Website as described in Section 20A-7-801 for 30 consecutive days before the determination
date;

(b) if a taxing entity has a public website, post all arguments and rebuttal arguments in a
prominent place on the taxing entity's public website for 30 consecutive days before the
determination date; and

(c) if the taxing entity publishes a newsletter or other periodical, post all arguments and rebuttal
arguments in the next scheduled newsletter or other periodical published before the
determination date.

(7) When posting an argument and rebuttal argument under Subsection (6), the election officer of a
taxing entity shall ensure that:

(a) a rebuttal argument is posted in the same manner as a direct argument;
(b) each rebuttal argument follows immediately after the direct argument that it seeks to rebut;

and
(c) information regarding the public meeting required by Section 59-1-1605 follows immediately

after the posted arguments, including the date, time, and place of the public meeting.
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